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ICOR. IL 9. 


For there muſt be alſo Herefies among you, that 
they which are approved, may be made ma- 
nifeſt among you. | 


W E that ſedately conſiders the whole extraction 
and proceſs of Evil; and the more prevalent 
diffuſion of Vice and Lewdneſs againſt all the 

- --* didates of Vertue and Piety, while the lenity 
of the Divine Providence ſeems ceſlant and unprovoked : 
and that diſcerns the ſtrength and operation of External 
Temptations unto evil, the paſlive eafineſs of our Tem- 
pers to admit them, the prodigious looſeneſs of motion 
1n all our Animal Aﬀections, and their deluſive influence 
upon our Underſtandings and our Wills : and that exa- 
mines what originals gave being to the Malice of the 
Apoſtate Legions of Darkneſs to alienate them from their 
-God, and. to ſollicit our ſubverſion likewiſe by indiſcer- 
nible methods of Impoſture, muſt neceſſarily fall into 

Oraoes Reſolution, (a) That if any 
Su 
to be traced, the Generation of Evil muſt 


; (a) Orig: contra Celſus, 1. 4: 
jeds, diſcuſſible among men, be hard *ewns te Dole te hr 2 


erapumuis Seri ms Shu © 


be reckoned as one of them. And yet, ya... 9:15 wan wh, u 
as if the natural difficulties of our un- 74 v5 $ widr mxcoen 


derſtanding herein had not been ſuffi- &ﬆ y/zos, 

cient, even the Scriptures themſelves | 

ſeem to multiply our Perplexities, while , notwithſtan- 

ding the fundamental truth of this Religious Principle, 

That God is not the Author of any moral Evil, they yet 
A 2 © proclaim 


(b) Mart.18, 7. 


*% 


[he Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted, &Cc. 
prockim unto us, not only a natural, but a moral ne- 


ceſſity of Sins and Offences. Thus our Saviour preach- 
eth a natural neceſſity of them : (4) 7 muſt needs be 


| that offences come, but wo be to him by whom the offence 


(c) Matt. 10. 
34, 35» 


fold Enquiry. 


cometh. And my Text averreth a moral neceſſity of He- 

reſfies Md Diviſions. 44 38, &c. For there muſt be, there 
ought to be, there is need that there be Hereftes. Nay, that, 

which more aſtoniſheth, is, that the very Mediator of 
our Peace, the great Henoticon of the whoſe World, in 

reconciling all Mankind in one Body unto God, of whoſe 

days it was propheſied, that the Lamb ſhould lie down 

with the Lyon, tells his Apoſtles, at their firſt miſſion, 

(c) That he came not to give peace, but a ſword; to ſet 
a man at variance againſt his Father, and the Daughter. 
againſt the Mother, &c. And when we conſider the ma- 

levolent nature of thoſe Seeds of Diſcord in matters of 
Religion againſt all Societies, either Sacred, or Secular, 

and the bleſſed means of Eternal Life alſo; that thefe 

Miſchiefs ſhould become neceſſary, and the refult of 
Chriſtianity it ſelf, ſeems a ſtupifying Riddle, and (that 
which fills me with all horror) gives colour for the pub- 

lick allowance of all Hereſies and Blaſphemies whatſo- 

ever. Since then Tam intangled in a Text fo intricate, 

and withal fo neceſſary to be explained, I muſt offer you 
the Petition that Origen made to his dear Ambroſe, in his 

adventure againſt Ce/ſus, ** That you would give me your 
* Prayers to the Supreme Fountain of Wiſdom, that he 

«* may ſo invigorate me from above, and ſhed his heaven- 

* ly Dews upon my preſent Meditations, ire xder imrSiey 

« 7s x45, that the favour of this Diſcourſe may admi- 
* niſter grace unto the Hearers, and be like the fa- 

« your of a Ficld which the Lord hath bleſſed. 

The weight then of this Text puts us upon a three= 


I. What 


| The Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted, &c. 
T. What Hereſie is. q 


IT. What Neceſſity there is of Hereſies., 
IT, What ufe we are to make of them. 


[. Hereſie then, literally and generally importing Di- 
viſion, in Philoſophy, among the. Greeks, ſignified the 
ſeparation of Men into different Schools and Parties, 
upon the account of different Doftrines and Opinions, 
without any form of Excommunication, Execration, or 
Extermination from common and friendly Society. A- 
mong the Fews Hereſie conſiſts in varying from,and negle- 
Qing the Traditions of their Rabbins, and is by them pro- 
ſecuted with the fevereſt Curſes and Anathemaes what- 
ſoever. The Diviſions that have appeared in the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, are by St. Bafi/ the Great, in his firſt Canonical 
Epiſtle to 4mphibochius , diſtributed into three Claſles, 
viz. Paraſynagogues , Schiſms and Ferefies. The firſt 
are Uncanonical Aſſemblies of men unto voluntary and. . 
irregular Exercifes of Religion under the pretence of a 
more active Zeal. Schiſm 1s a breach of Peace, Union, 
and Orderly Government in the Church, under the wan- 
ton Claims of a greater Liberty. Herefre is an inſurre- 
ion againſt the Church, and her Doctrines, derived 
from the Scriptures, and univerſally received from the 
beginning, under the impuration of falſhood or deficien- 
cy, and the oftentation of a. purer and more perfe& 
Knowledg. Which being the greateſt of all Religious 
Confuſions,, and by the Apoſtolick and Canonical Dif _ 
cipline expoſed to the ſtrifteſt Cenſures of the Church, . 
will need ſome CharaQteriſtick Deſcription, to the end, . 
that we may at preſent aggravate the doubt, how fo. 
vile a Monſter thould become neceſlary to the Church, 
chat ſo direaly intends her diſfolution. Tertullian char- 


geth 


4 


| (d) Tertull. 
. Preſcripe. 
adv. Her. 


"The Neceſſity of Hereſfies aſſerted, &c. 
geth the Hereticks of his Age with many Irregularities 
againſt both Diſcipline and Morals : (4) That they made 


' #0 diſtinftion between Heathens, Catechumens, or Chriſtians, 
but imparted their Myſteries. equally unto all : That they 


reputed Simplicity to be proſftration of Diſcipline : That 
they kept Communion with all Parties againſt the Church : 
That they were all proud, and all pretended knowledg : The 
very Females, how pert, and daring to aſſume the very Of- 
fices of the Hierarchy ! That their Ordinations were raſh, 
light and unconſtant ; that ſometimes they ſet up Novices, 


* Jometimes Men engaged to the World, ſometimes the very ' 


Apoſtates of the Church : That they had one Biſhop to day, 
and to morrow another : That he that was a Deacon to day, 


to morrow ſunk to a Reader : And he that was to day a 


Prieſt, to morrow reverſed to a Lay-man ; for that with 
them the Laity aſſume the Services of the Prieſthood : That 
their whole preaching was not to convert Heathens, but per- 
vert true Chriſtians ; not to build any thing , but deſtroy 
the Church : That they comverſed with Magicians , Jug- 
lers and Sorcerers. Thus far Tertullian. Nay, that 
which is moſt remarkable, Zerefie was at firſt the iſſue 
of Sorcery ; the Grand-father thereof being Simon Ma- 
gus ; who tranſmitted his Sorcery and Hereſie together 
to his truſty Diſciple Menander, who in both out-did his 
Original; and thus deſcended all the various Brood of the 
Gnoſticks, and other like Vermin, who took their 
Names from the reſpe&tive Founders or Principles of 
their ſeveral Impieties. They blaſphemed the Creator, 
Meſes, and the Prophets; vilified and corrupted the New 
Teſtament at their pleaſure ; forged falſe Goſpels and 
Writings for Canonical, and ſet up falſe Prophecies as 
Rqpelations of the Paraclete : They were ſometimes cir- 
cumciſed with the Fews ; ſometimes they ſacrificed with - 
the Heathens : conſecrated the fouleſt Pollutions _ My- 

cries ; 


-The Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted, &c.- 
ſteries ; and betrayed true Chriſtians up to all manner 
of Perſecutions. This, and a much more dreadful, ac- 
count we have of Hereſtes from the Fathers and Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtories. From whom let us aſcend to the Apo- 
{tles, and ſee what they fay of them.. St. Fude calls the 
Hereticks of his time (e) ungodlv men, that turn'd the (e) Epiſt. of 
grace of God into wantonneſs, denying the only God, and our $73" v- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; filthy dreamers, defilers of the fleſh, 
deſpiſers of Dominlon, blaſphemers of Dignities , clouds 
without water, carried about of winds ; withering fruitleſs 
trees, raging waves of the Sea, foaming out their own ſhame ; 
mockers, ſeparatiſts, ſenſual, and without the ſpirit. Saint 
Peter foretells of the fame Hereticks, (*f ) That their (f) 2 Per. 2, 
falſe Teachers ſhould bring in damnable Herefies, and deny 
the Lord God that bought them ; men of unclean luſts, de- 
ſpiſers of Government , preſumptuous , ſelfwilled, blaſphe- 
mers of Dignities, having eyes full of adultery, conſtant in 
fin, beguiling unſtable Souls, having covetous hearts, cur- . 
fed children, forſaking the right way , and following the 
way of Balaam ; wells without water, clouds carried about 
with a tempeſt, ſpeaking great ſwelling words of vanity, and 
thereby alluring thoſe who were clean eſcaped from them that 
lave in error. St. Panl faith of thoſe that made Diviſions 
at Rome, (g) That they ſerved not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (g) Rom. 16. 
but their own belly ; and with good words, and fair ſpeeches, "> 5: 
deceived the hearts of the ſimple. Of the Cretan Hereticks 
he inſtructs 7itus, (h) That they were Irie of Fewifh (b) Ti. 2. 
fables, being turned from the truth, and being diſorderly 
bablers and deceivers. He: foretells Timothy, (i). That (;) » Tim. 4. 
the time would come, in which they would not endure ſound 
doftrine, but according to their own luſts would heap to 
themſelves Teachers , having itching ears, turning away 
from the truth, and enclining unto fables : (k) That they (k) 2 Tim. 3 
ſhould be lovers of themſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, © 
blaſphemers, 


The Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted, &c. 
Blaſphemers, diſobedieut to parents, unthankful, unholy, with- 
out natural affetion, truce- breakers, falſe accuſers, incon- 
tinent, fierce, deſpiſers of good men : Traytors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of God, ha- 
wing a form of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof ; 
creeping into houſes, and leading away captive filly women 
laden with fins, led away with divers lIuſts, ever learning, 
But-never able to come to the knowledg of the truth. Which, 
if we take one colleive view of the whole aggregate 
of Hereticks, we ſhall find all theſe abominations uni- 
verſally diffuſed among them : if we conſider them di- 
ſtributively, .- it is not to be underſtood, as if every He- 
retick were actually guilty of all theſe open Villanies, 
but that in every Heretick there are more or leſs of theſe 
Impieties, being the proper produftions, or improve- 
ments of their ſeveral Hereſfies, according to the ſeveral 
tempers and inclinations of Men upon which they ope- 
rate ; ſince Men encline to different Herefies according 
to their previous diſpoſitions unto evil, in which they 
are confirmed by thoſe pleaſing errors which they admire 
and entertain. | 

Now if ſuch be the Complexion, Genius, and Ori- 
inal of all Hereſfies ; if their ExtraQtion be ſo apparently 
Gia, and their tendency leads unto Hell, how falls the 
Church under a Neceſlity of them 2 Why ſhould St. Paul 
fay there muſt be Hereſies ? Shall we make them the 
iſſues of an Eternal Fate, or of the AntiGod of the Ma- 
zichees 2 Or ſhall we father them on an Horrible Decree 
of God for an irreſpeftive and inexorable Reprobation ? 
Or ſhall we dream with Laantius, That God originally 
put the Devil upon the amazing employment of ſcatte- 
ring Snares and Temptations among the Sons of Men ? 
St. James cautions us againſt all the leaſt approaches to 


(7) Jam, 1. 13, this jealouſic of the Lord our God : (7) Let wo man ſay, 


when 


The Neceffity of Hereſies afſerred, &c. 
when he is- tempted, that he is tempted of God, for God 


cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. + 


Whereupon we mult ſearch: out for ſuch a neceſfity of 
Hereſies, as is imputable, not to the operative Determi- 
nation of God, but the Evils of Men : Since there muft 
be Hereſies, they muſt be ours, not God's ; They muſt 
derive from an unclean, and -puddled, not from-a Di- 
vine Fountain, or Original : For ,, Let God be' true, 
and every man 4a lyar. 117 0 
Except therefore only violent Force, All Neceflity is 
either Natural, or Moral : Natural, conſiſting in the pro- 
per tendencies of operative Cauſes to their ſuitable 'Ef- 
fefts : Moral, in the reaſonable /propoſals of Wiſdom or 
Equity. And. both theſe: kinds of Neceſlity -are either 
Primary , Simple, and Abſolute : or. Secondary only , 
and: Conſequential, with reſpe&t to antecedent Cauſes, 


"voluntary, orunneceſſitated. Thus in Naturals': That I 


am, is to me of abſolute neceſlity ; 'but that, under-the 
fally of too much Wine, I talk/and act-.idly, is from no 


primary and abſolute Neceſlity, irreſiſtible from the be- 


ginning ; but conſequential only on my Intemperance. 
That I can ſee, nemo _ rem n wee and 
primary : but that I ai y.mulſt:ſee , 1s conſequengial 
tothe opening of mine Eyes. Thus likewiſe: in: Morals: 


That a Man love:the Lord his God with all his heart, and 


with all! his foul, is primarily, fimply, and eternally ne- 
ceſſary : but the moral Neceſſity of my:Repentance-is 
conſequential only-on my'Sin.' That do:exa& Juſtice 
to every 'Son of Man, is of neceſſity abſolutely moral : 
but. the moral Neceſſity of repairing Injuries is ſecon+ 
dary, and: introduced-/by my former Wrongs.' \'Upon 
which preliminary diſtin&tion of the kinds and'\forms 
of Neceſſity ,' we are! now to examine, Firſt; what 
Natural , and' Secondly, what: Moral Neceſſities [there 
B are 


_ 


' The Neceſſity of  Hereſies aſſerted, &c. 
are for the admiſſion of Herefies in the Chriſtian Re- 


ve” irſt then, The Truth and Sandtity of God require us 
to-refolve, that-there' is/no natural neceſſity-of Hereſies 
primitive, and abſolute, by the operation of him, that 
made not Death, nor hath any delight in the deſtruttion of 
the Living. For from the' beginning, the original ſtate 
of Man needed nd kind of evil to corrupt it. Bur all the 
natural neceſſity of them is ſecondary, ſuppoſitive, and 
conſequential . to precedent Sins ,:and thoſe actual too, 
and moſt times habitual. For though other Immorgli- 
ties begin: to. break out in the very firlt eſſays of our ten- 
der Underſtandings, yet the inculcations of Hereſie have 
no fuch-early influence on our. Fancies, but Tequire'ante- 
cedently a longer ſenſe and experience of Good and Evil : 
To which, when a Man is arrived, he cannot be preci- 
pitated into the'guilt-of Hereſfie, without want either'of 
Piety.or Care. | kor'though a Soul aſpiring with all care 
to 2 greati devotion; may. in' the-infancy of that piety 
be iznorant of many excellent Dodtrines, yet by this 
care he will eſpouſe no Principle abſolutely as funda- 
mental, either; in-heatt_ or: profeſſion, which neither the 
Vgicegf:Nature, nor'the Rules bf Faith have clearly re 
oiled ta: his: Underſtanding.: hor : oppoſe: ithoſe Points 
that, either by the Light of Nature, 'or of ' God's: holy 
Word, | have ever been received by the Univerſal Church 
as Fundamentals: And-he thar doth otherwiſe, lets him- 
ff looſe: by-his own fault.r:and-if thereby he neceſſarily 
falls- into: Hereſie; it-is-a-fatal miſchief conſequential to 
his inconſiderate negligence. What man us he then that 
feareth the-Lord 2 him ſhall he teach in the way that he 
ſhall chooſe. - . - | | 
.iThis then ſafficiently-proves the Negative, that no 
Hereſies can be'iricurred: withaut! foregoing taylts:: 'but 
EE we 


The Neceſſity of Hereſits aſſerted, 8c. 


we are here [further to enquire what poſitive influence 
there is in Sins to determine the Sinner to a conſequen- 
tial Hereſie. For though its plain, that every, Heretick is 
a Sinner; yet.not that every, no nor the fouleſt Sinners 
are always Hereticks. So. that upon.the ſuppoſition of 
Evil, it yet appears not that there is a' natural neceſſity 
thence conſequent, that there muſt be Hereſies. 

To the elucidation whereof, it is to be obſerved, That 
though every Sinner is not a profeſſed Heretick, yet. in 
every Apoſtate Conſcience there are Seeds of Hereſie, 
that ſuggeſt thereunto falſe and impoſturous Conſola- 
tions. Thus the Voluptuous heretically thinks his Plea- 
ſures innocent, and. the boons of Nature : The Cove- 
tous, in like manner, thinks his Diſeaſe prudence, fru- 
gality and piety to his Ot-ſpring : The Proud and 'Am- 
bitious fancies his Airs to be magnanimous : The Severe, 
conceits his Cruelty to be Juſtice : The Hypocrite be- 
lieves that God is contented with the outſide, or ſearch- 
eth not the heart : The Violent thinks there-is no Pro- 
vidence, or Judgment to come : And the moſt Ortho- 
dox Sinners have too eaſie thoughts of the Divine Le- 
nity, as if it could, or would connive at mens Iniquities. 
Thus Error is fatally interwoven with our Vices; and 
the Oyl that feeds the Lamp of God enkindled in our 
Souls, is precipitated by the violence of our Luſts ; and 
being thus extinguiſhed, leaves us in night and tolly, 
and the ſhadow of death, in which we muſt needs plainly 
follow every zi fatuus, every twinkling Fancy or De- 
luſion, that occurs in all our aims and appetites of Good 
and Evil. So that when ſo much matter for Hereſie 
is preparatively colle&ed in a vicious Soul, it is natu- 
rally neceſlary and, conſequent, that iggbreak out into an 
atual flame, when our Vices are grown up into. Ob- 
ſtinacy and Oftentation, and are ſolicited to Ambi- 

B 2 tion 


'fo 


The Neteffity of Hereſies afferted, &c. 
tion by incidental and ſuitable Motives and Temp- 
tations. | | | 

For we muſt obſerve, That the natural neceflity of 
aQual and avowed Hereſies reſults not" purely from a 
meer internal Vice, but-alſo from: the appoſite concur- 
rence of external Allurements ; upon which, if the vi- 
cious Soul be abſolutely intent, and a profeſſion of He- 
reſie be the only way in proſpect to attain them ; there 
'tis naturally neceflary that 'the uncorreQed Appetite fall 
into Hereſie. - Thus Thebutes at Jeruſalem, Novatian at 
Rome, and Arius at Alexandria, (as Epiphanius reports 
him) and many others elſewhere, through the eager de- 
ſire of an Epiſcopal CharaQter , denied them by the 
Church, fell into revengeful Paſſions alſo, and thence 
into Herefie by a natural conſequence: Thus Liberius, 
Biſhop of Rome, after he had witneſſed a good Confeſ- 
ſion, and for that went' into Exile ; yet tmpatience of 
the preſſure, and an appetite to the Glory of the Roman 
Chair being too predominant, hurried him into. A4ria- 
#iſm, and a ſubſcription to the Arimin Confeſſion, Now 
here was no primary Neceſlity that theſe Men ſhould be 
ambitious, and from thence-heretical : but being under 
the impotency_of Ambition, againſt which they had 


not duly watched ; and a profefſion of Herefie being a 


ready way to attain it, they were naturally driven by 
the blaſts thereof into Adts heretical by a ſecondary and 
conſequential Neceflity. For when Men are once ſub- 
ducd to their Luſts, they are paſſively hurried away to 
all the precipices of Evil, to which the ſtings of Paſſion 
or Appetite ſhall at random drive them. And as this 
gives 2 clear account of that nataral Neceſſity, by which 
the Vices of particular Men diſpoſe them to Hereſie : fo 
if we take a proſpect of the general diffuſion and preva- 
lency of Vice in ar Aﬀections of Men, in or [4 to 

their 


The Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted, &c. 
thetr ſecular Interefts or Pleafures, by the love of which 
the Powers of Darkneſs fupport their tyranny over the 
Souls of Men; to deſtroy all which, Chriſtianity was 
inſtituted from above ; the general reaſons of things will 
concfudeit neceffary, that the Faith in Chriſt Jeſus muſt 
ever find many prejudiced Adverfaries, animated by Sa- 
tanical Artifices and Sollicitations to oppoſe and defeat 
it : to compaſs which, no way is ſo effeQtual as to de- 
bauch its Purity by perverſe interpretations, and to ren- 
der its Truth dubious by litigious divifions: And Man 
| being extremely prone to theſe ever ſince the diſperſion 
of Babel, it is natural to preſage, that through 3 great 
enmity as Chriſtianity muft needs meet with, by natural . 
conſequence Herefies and Diviſions muſt be framed a- 
gainſt it. According to which Phenomenon, upon the 
general proſpe& and tendency of things, and the vari- 
ous fermentation of Paſſions upon the-introduQtion and 
proceſs of Chriſtianity, our Saviour foretold, that of ne- 
ceflity , conſequential to the Prejudices and Luſts of 
Men, there muſt be Offences, and that the event, tho 
not the intent of his coming, rebus fic tantibus, would 
certainly determine in inevitable variances between the 
neareſt Relations, and blow up an unquenchable flame 
= very bowels and vitals of both Kingdoms and Fa- 
milies. | 
But, beſide this natural Neceſlity of Herefies. conſe- 
- quential to the ſinful ſtate of Man, I told you that the- 
words of the Apoſtle.ſeem to import a moral] Neceflity 
for the propagation of them. as 3, 8c. There ought 
to be, there is need there ſhould be Herefies. A Propoſi- 
tion of a ſtrange complexion at the firſt glance, and at 
which the weak and prejudicate may be eaſily offended. 
For there have been Opinioniſts, that have thought it 
unbecoming the Divinity to permit a meer poſlibility ” 
- mora 


{he Neceſſity of Hereſies aſſerted; &c. 
moral Evil in the World, which, it had been congruous 
to the Supreme Wiſdom and Goodneſs to have made a 
Syſtem of immaculate and unchangeable Holineſs to the 
Lord; not conſidering that ſuch a model would: preclude 
the Sovereign Regalia of God's Government, and put his 
Creatures out of a condition of Religious Obedience, in 
that whatſoever Ads and Operations of the Creatures 
are not. voluntary, but the paſſive productions of an Al- 
mighty Influence, are not reducible to the formal Rea- 
ſon and Schefis of a Legiſlative Empire and Governmenr. 
But our queſtion here is of a greater difficulty. For 
though a poſſibility of Evil be fundamentally ſuppoſed in 
the inſtitution of Laws, yet what moral Neceflity is 
there of it in any healthy or juſt State of Government, 
eſpecially in the State of Religion ? Is it not enough, un- 
der ſo pure a Theocracy, to admit a poſlibility of Of- 
fences, as the Tapsgye, Or meegpveds, the Need-nots, and 
vain Excreſcencies of Man's Life > but muſt they be an- 
numerated to the Neceſfaries, and adapted among the 
mighty Importances of God's Providence in the Conduct 
of Religion ? This is that that puzzles, this drives us to 
the 72 Bos - O the depth of the riches both of the Wiſdom 
and - Knowledg of God ! How unſearchable are his Judg- 
ments, and his ways paſt finding out ! 


But ſince all Scriptures are written for the inſtruction 


of Devout and Religious Souls, which God Almighty 
communicates to all, according to their meaſures, ſtu- 
dies and benefits; I will with all ſobriety offer to conſi- 
deration, what ſeems to be rhe fair and clear account of 
the Divine Wiſdoni 1in this particular. In order where- 
unto, we are to examine three things. Firſt, What that 
is which St. Paul here calls Herefijes, and of which he at- 
ſerts a moral Neceflity. Secondly, What God does to- 
ward the production or propagation of them. And 
thirdly, 


T he Neceſſity of Hereſies afſerted, &c. 
thirdly, What kind and degree of moral Neceſlity there 
is to induce God-to ſuch a form of concurrence as we 
ſhall diſcover in this Enquiry. 

Firſt then, When St. Paul ſaith, There muſt be Here- 
fees, he intends no internal Principles or Paſſions hereti- 
cal, of theſe he aſſerts no moral Neceſlity in this place : 
but only on preſuppoſition of theſe, he makes the exter- 
nal eruptions of them in heretical profefiions to be mo- 
rally uſeful and neceſfary. This appears from the End 
in proſpe&t, That they that are approved, may be mani- 
feſted. Now external Acts only car give us a diſtinctive 
ſenſe of Mens Qualifications, and 1o are only neccthry 
to that uſe. So that the ſenſe is to be 'thus'refolved::; 
Since there are among you men of corrupt and heretical Prin 
ciples againſt the Peace and Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
with latent Vices, whence thele Errors ſpring, it is neceſ- 
ſary and convenient that they ſhould break out into open and 
altual HHerefies' and Diviftons, in order to a detedtion of 
them, and a manifeſtation of the fincere; Which is the ef 
fect, not of habitual merely, but of aQtual and profeſſed 
Hereſies. - 

Secondly, It is to be conſidered what God doe®how 
far he concurs 'to the production or increaſe of theſe 
aQual Hereſies. Firſt then, As God inſtils nor the in+ 
herent Principles or Vices heretical, ſo neither doth he 
promote them into outward Acts by any influentzal force 
upon their Wills, at leaſt not ordinarily, nor in a manner 
obſtructing their preſent power or liberty of conver- 
ſion, .or ſuggeſting greater animoſity to their former pre- 
judices. Though otherwiſe, it were not unjuſt in Al- 
mighty God to compel an inward Heretick, againſt his 
deſigns of concealment and ſecreſfie, to diſcover his ulcer 
even by immediate impulſes on' his Soul, whenelfe the 


ſecrecy would be more injurious to. others, or more _ 
{ ful. 
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ful to himſelf, than an open detetion. For ſo it hap- 
pens, that an undiſcerned' Heretick may tranſmit an un- 
diſcerned venom into many Members of the Church by 
the advantage of an outſide Communion, which he per- 
haps may not in an open ſtate of Separation ; accordin 

to that wicked Maxim in Politicks, Of making ones lef 
of that Party which he defigneth to deſtroy. And man 


times an open diſcovery expoſeth the Heretick'to fach | 


ſhame, condemnation, and means of conviction too, as 
may end in his Converſion, which he might have noad- 
varitage of under a covert privacy. Secondly, God, not 
reſtraining the Heretick from a liberty to return, may 
put him into ſuch occurrences of Objedts, Acquaintance, 
of Examples, by attending unto which he may give vent 
to his Thoughts and Principles, in-order-to the attain- 
ment of ſome flattering Hopes. And in this God doth 
no evil, becauſe they are no inevitable Stumbling-blocks 
to him, he being at liberty to recall himfelf;and not yield 
up his Soul to the unlawful Appetites and Temptations 
that preſent themſelves before him. Thirdly, When a 
man hath devoted himſelf to all Impiety, God may juſtly 
.deliv& him up to the power of lying and Apoſtate Spi- 
rits, as he did 4hab's wicked Prophets, to a& him to all 
thoſe kinds and degrees. of actual Sins and Herefies from 
which the hand of God ſhall not reſtrain them. Fourthly, 
When Impiety is rampant, God may permit it a greater 
or leſs latitude of acting, according as to his Infinite 
Wiſdom ſhall ſeem expedient in the general iſſte of 
things : by which greater or ſtraiter limitation' the Sin- 
ner Gall not. be forced to any actual Crime, but only 
confined within fuch a compaſs, without which he ſhall 
not be able to exert his Malice : Even as the Envy of. the 
Devil 4t Fob was permitted Exerciſe, but with a precau- 
tion not to touch-his Life. 1n all' which methods - 
| God's 
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God's poſitive, permiſſive, or reſtritive Concurrence, 
there is no tinQure of the leaſt Iniquity, not only from 
the juſt Cauſes, and laudable Ends thereof; 'but becauſe 
God infuſes no evil Intention into either the aQual or 
habitual Wills of wicked Men, but only either infatuates, 
permits, or encloſes them, and their operations, as he 
feeth requiſite. For that, which theſe Ways and Coun- 
fels of God are concerned in, is not the inner Determi- 
nationoof the Impious Mind to the love or choice of Evil, 
in which alone conſiſts the guilt before God ; but only 
at the moſt, the reſtriction of it in its outward Ations, 
which conſidered ſeparately in themſelves, from all rela- 
tion to the Will that a&s them, may be indeed occaſio- 
nally hurtful, but involve not in them the intrinſick 
guilt, which is purely ſeated in the Malice of the Mind. 
For a Falſhood unwittingly uttered, is no Lye : and in 
Man-ſlaughter 'tis not Chance, but Intention makes the 
Murther. So that theſe Divine Concurrences, touching 
only the bare external Adts of Hereſie ſeparately from 
their Fountains, affe&t not the malice, nor the radical 
guilt of Evil, but only the reſults and conſequences of 
it (which are on this ſide the Mind, wherein the guilr 
only lodges) with no other defign, but to convert them 
to a great and noble good. And if God, having domi- 
nion over the life and fate of Man, may permit a violent 
Man to murther the Innocent, though the Murther be 
an inevitable oppreſſion of the Murthered, while God 
inſtills no malice into the Mind of the Murtherer ; much 
more is the Almighty innocent in his Providential Per- 
miſſions of actual Hereſfies. "Tis true indeed, that Hereſie 
is the murther of the Soul, whereas Homicide is only the 
deſtrution of the Body : but to this I anſwer, That the 
murtherous tendency of Ads Heretical, is neither inevi- 
table, nor inſuperable, nor irrecoverable. For the paſ- 

| ſiveneſs 
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(2n)-2 Theſl. 2, 


11,12, 
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fiveneſs of the Proſelyte is voluntary, and ſo he is Felo 
de ſe, 'his own Murtherer, the at the temptation of 
a:Seducer, and ſo cannot charge his murther wholly upon- 
the very Tempter, much leſs upon God, who did not 
force him to imbibe, - but by his Word, and the good 
motions of his Holy Spirit, forewarned to beware of the 
Deluſion ; and in mercy to him offers him time, and 
means of recovery, ere the poyfon determine in his eter- 
nal'Death. And when to theſe Conſiderations we ſhall 
add, That all theſe Procedures of Almighty God are oc- 
caſioned by the impulſive provocations of monſtrous Im- 
pieties, and . diffuſive Corruptions,.we cannot condemn - 
our Heavenly Father of Injuſtice, if he had no other end 
herein, but only (m) 7o deliver up the ungodly unto ftrong 
delufions, that they ſhould believe a lie ; to the end, they 
might all be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleaſure in unrighteouſueſs. But ſince this is not the de-- 
ſign, but the event only of theſe Divine Methods upon 
the finally Incorrigible ; and there are. many gracious 
ends to the-good of all Men in God's permiſſion of aQual 
Hereſies, in which conſiſts this moral Neceſlity of them - 
mentioned by the Apoſtle : . We are: now ſmoothly 


© brought to the third Conſideration ; What is the Moral 


Neceſſity for their beingin the World. b 
That therefore is Morally neceflary, which either the. 
Rules of Duty, or Ditates of Wiſdom recommend ; and 
this either ſtrictly, ſo'that_ the.omiſſton will be either a 
fait, ora damape : or elſe more freely in tuch a latitude, 
thatthough the 'omiflion-be-not injurious, - yet the obſer- 
vation will be expedient : in which latter degree and ſenſe, 
Moral Neceſflity is no more than Rational Convenience, 
and amounts not'to-the force of a rigorous Ovligation. 
And: both-theſe kinds-of Moral Neceſlity may be either 


abſolute in the nature-and reaſon of the things them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, or relative to antecedent Cauſes, of which they 
are conſequential ; or to final Iſſues, to which they are 
*, miniſterial by a Moral influence and motion on the Mind. 
Which being thus premiſed, it is natural to reſolve, that 
the Moral Neceflity of a&tual Hereſfies deſcends not from 
- any Laws of Duty , but from the Reaſons of Wiſdom : 
which, upon an antecedent Suppoſition of wicked Men, 
and ſecret Hereticks in the Church, propoſes the dete- 


ion of them, in a manifeſtation of their Principles, ex- 


tremely beneficial and convenient. Firſt, To the Here- 
ticks themſelves, in order to their converfion. Secondly, 
To the Wavering, in order to their probation and ſet- 
tlement. And thirdly, To the Approved and Faithful, 
1in order to their glory. [> + 
* Firſt then, The permiſſion of actual Hereſies is inten- 
ded by God to the good of Hereticks many ways. For 
firſt, While Men kept their Hereſies cloſe within their 
ſecret Cells, the Catholick Doors, not diſcerning 
the Hearts, make no dire applications to them to re- 
form and cleanſe them. So that deteCQtion is neceſſary 
in order to their better inſtruftion. And ſecondly, Du- 
ring the ſecrecy of Herefies within the Breaſts of Men, 
they fondly imagine, that upon a diſcovery they will 
take mightily in the World, and charm great multitudes 
of Men into rapture and admiration, and that no Man 
will be able to gainſay them. But ſo it always happens, 
that, tho Fools and Wretches may be impoſed upon, yet 
the Wiſe and beſt part of Mankind will Jefpile and 7 uy 
minate what the Hereticks thought would raviſh them : 
And thus colleQing all their force of Truth and Wiſdom, 
will baffle and confound them, and hiſs them off the 
Stage, and expoſe them to the publick Senſe of Men as 
the Peſts of Religion, and Agents of the wicked One. 
Which Ifſues fo defeating oo falſe Hopes and Expecta- 
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tions of the Heretick, together with the: convictions of 
Truth to be found in the Labours of thoſe that refute 
him, the general contempt and. abomination paſt upon 
him, the reverberations of his Conſcience, deſerted by 
the Spirit of God, and ſcourged by the Spirits of Dark- 
neſs, whom he ſerved, are proper and forcible motives to 
Humiliation and Repentance, which nought but an ha- 
bitual and obdurate Stupor can reſiſt. And yet if theſe 


prove ineffectual, the Lenity of God uſes other means to 


tire them out of their own Follies. For when men have 
once forſaken the way of Truth, they travel into per- 
plexing and endleſs mazes, from one Error to another, 
either ſucceſſive and conſequential, or elſe caſual and col- 
lateral. For as Theodoret (n) obſerves : The ways of Falſe- 
hood are croſs and intricate : ſo that in thoſe that are be- 
wildred in them, is fulfilled that of the P/a/mi/t ; (o) They 
went aſtray in the Wilderneſs out of the way, and found no 
City to dwell in : Hungry and thirſty, their Soul fainted 
in them. And being in ſuch a deſert ſtate, they will (if 
at all, or ever) be apt to relent, And to cry unto the Lord 
in their trouble, to deliver them out of their diſtreſs, to lead 
them forth by the right way, that they may go, and dwell 


#1 the City that is refreſhed with the ſtreams and fountains 


of living waters. 


. ® Secondly, The diffuſion of open Hereſfies contributes to 


the probation and ſettlement of wavering, indifferent, 
and ungrounded Souls. For in times of Ignorance, or Car- 
nal ſecurity, many Men attend not to the force or deſign 
of Religious Inſtitutions, but ſleep on ſupinely in the im- 
plicit Faith of the faſhionable Religion. In which caſe and 
ſtate of drowſineſs, no moral or external Good' is ſo apt 
to excite men to-a ſevere enquiry and ſtudy of True Re- 
ligion, as the outrage of Hereſies, which ſtartle Men out 
of their heavy Lethargy,yea,even out of their Graves;by a 

Dit. ll, FT quick 
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quick and forcible ReſurreQion, crying, as it were, aloud 
with the voice of a Trumpet (and that a Trumpet of 
War too) in the ears of every ſuch dull and doating Chri- 
ſtian ; Awake,thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, 
and Chriſt ſhall ggve thee light. To this end God ſfome- 
time permitted falſe Prophets to ariſe, .and to tempt his 
People to Idolatry, that he might try and confirm them. 


19. 


Thus Moſes :. (p)) If there ariſe among you a Prophet, or a.(p) Dem. 13. 
Dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a:fign,..or a wander :. 1324.3: 


And the fign or wonder come to paſs, whereof he ſpake unto. 
thee, ſaying, Let us go ſerve other Gods, &c. Thou ſhalt 
not hearken unto the words of that Prophet, or that Dreamer 
of dreams, for the Lord your God proveth you, to know whe- 
ther you love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all year ſoul : viz, Permitting ſuch Temptations to 
ariſe, not to be of equal force with the Miracles of Moſes 
and Prophets, but only ſtrange enough to ſtartle the Care- 
leſs and the Improvident,. and to. try them by the Pro- 
digy, and to provoke them to compare it with. the Te- 
ſtimonial Fortifications of Moſes and the Prophets, and: 
thus finally to inſtruct and confirm them in the Laws 
and Ordinances of the God of 7ſrael. Thus at: the en- 


trance of Chriſtianity, our Lord foretold, (4) That many (4) mar. 24. 
falſe Prophets, and falſe Chriſts ſhould artle. and ſhew great ) Ig - oo 


ſigns. and wonders, and deceive many : Behold (faith he) 


: 


I have told you before. ; (t) That we might not believe every (#) 1 John 4. 1. 


Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of God, when 
many: falſe Prophets. are gone out into the World. oy 
* Thirdly, the Divine PerrhilGion of ,Hereſies is uſeful to 
the manifeſt juſtification: of the Faithful, and the Faith. 
For while the truth of our Faith meets with.no oppoſition, 
Men. are generally content with the ſimplicity of its Tra- 
dition in Creeds, and ſummary Abſtras of Chriſtian 
DoRtige,, and with the plain ſenſe'of the dÞvious ahd 
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- eafie Scriptures. But when it'sattacked by Hereſies, and 
falſe Principles, pretendedly deduced from Divine Autho- 
rity, this-puts the Zeal of the Faithful into a mighty fer- 
vour to trace the Sacred Oracles, through all the Pro- 
phecies and Myſteries interſperſed both 1n the Old and 
New Teſtament; and by a Canonical Interpretation from 
the concurrent harmony of them, to deduce a firm Catena 
of all the Catholick Principles of Chriſtian Piety, and to 
chaſe -away into: ſhame and confuſion-every Impoſtare 
that exalts it ſelf againſt the healing Truth and Wiſdom 
of God. Thus as Non as Hereticks were crept into the 
(-) Jud. Epift. Church, St. Fude (s) gave all diligence to write to them 
of the common Salvation, and to exhort them to contend ear- 

eſtly for the Faith that was once delivered unto the Saints, 

vi. by diſcuſſing the Scriptures, which are able to make 

us wiſe unto ſatvation, through faith that us in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Thus Catechiſm makes us Babes in Chriſt, but even He- 

refie it ſelf makes the aizue, the Approved andFaithful 

perfettly mature inthe Wiſdom that is of God : bywhich 

he hath, and will 4&froy the wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring 

to nought the underſtanding of the Prudent. Hereſie there- 

fore, which Celſus, and other Enemies of Chriſtianity; 

deride as the blemiſh of our Religion, '-proves the good- 

| neſs of it in the Original, and hs glory o it joke: End. 
For it was a fagacious hint of Orzger, 
Wood Progr yy pare 6 j (t) That all Lifrent Herefies in all Wil 
pi} arudela, hy api, # md Blp dom, ſecular or ſacred, ſpring from ſome 
x6#mu0 woirem dipiors Hide gobd and noble Original. Which, while it 

- P0gyn, . __ catibe "616d >-brage inviolate, fuf- 
'  fersno reproach from the laſcivient follies of vain and im- 

(rogee Sczolifts. And as to the Majeſtick glory of our 
eligion, it ſits in the Firmament of Heaven on high, 


clothed with the Sun, and ths beams of Eſfential Light, 


which all the filthy Exhalations of Spiritual Wizards and 
Impoſtors 
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Impoſtors will never be able to darken or vilify : Since 
Chriſtianity ever improved by oppoſitions,, emerged a- 
bove Herefies, and lives the more ſtrongly by continual. 
Perſecutions ; 'and by its immovable perpetuity againſt 
all poſſible force and fraud , becomes a Symbol and a 
Pledge of that Eternity,which it promiſeth, and to which 
it leads.us. | | 

Thirdly, Having thus diſcovered both the natural and 
moral Neceſlity of Hereſies in the World, Let us in the 
laſt place conſider, what ſeaſonable Uſes, (beſides thoſe, 
which are already touched on) Humane Prudence, under 
the condu@t of the Divine Wiſdom, will ſuggeſt unto us. 
Upon which, being to ſpeak to an Auditory of a double. 
Character, it is fit I ſhould offer ſome Conſiderations 
proper to each Order. 

And here indeed, were there time to expatiate, lies a - 
large Plain before me, relating to the Diſcipline, Do- 
arine, and Sanctity of the Prieſthood ; and the Since- 
rity, Humility, and Morals of the-People. But a regard - 
to your uneaſineſs, the narrowneſs of the time, and the 
Laws of Modeſty, muſt, and ſhall confine me. 

Firſt then, The Adminiſtration of Diſcipline, being in - 
the hands of. my Superior, requires-from him a Lakin of _ 
Prudence and Wiſdom to me, and to us all, and conſe-- 
quently enjoins me ſilence in this particular. And per- 
baps the preſent State and Circumſtances of the Church 
require no ſuch accurate enforcements of it .in this jun- 


ure :' The Counſel of St. Auſtin being ſeaſonable, (#) Nos (u) Aug. ide - 


vero ad ſanam Doftrinam pertinere arbitramur, ut canes in _ | _ Z 


Ecclefig propter pacem Ecclefie toleremus : Canibus vero 
ſantlum, ubi pax Ecclehe tuta eft, non demus. So that I 
am jmmediately to paſs to.the conſideration of that Do- 


. Qrine, which we ought to ſupport, for the prevention, 


diminution, or extirpation of Hereſies, And here, my - 
Brethren- . 
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Brethren, you need a Draught from the Judgment of a 
. ' Superior : And if our Reverend Ordinary had thought 
good, inſtead of making proof of me, to have filled up 
this place of Sacred Oratory himſelf, he would have gi- 
ven us an excellent Copy from the Authority 'of the 
Scriptures, and the Prudence of the Primitive Fathers. 
In oppoſition to the Follies and Fables of Hereſie,he would 
(@) Tit.2.7;8. have admoniſhed us in (w) all our Dofrine, to ſhew un- 
. only pv gravity, and ſincerity ; found ſpeech, that caw- 
| . mot be condemned, that they of the contrary part may be 
(x) 2 Tim. 2. aſhamed : (x) To ſtudy to ſhew our ſelves approved unto 
| God, Workmen that need not. be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. In oppolition to the diſputatious va- 
(6) 1Tim.6. nity of Hereticks, he would have forbidden us ('y) to 
4, 5. doat about queſtions, flrifes about words, whereof cometh 
envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, and perverſe diſpu- 
ting with men of corrupt minds : remembring the magni- 
ficent ſenſe of ae wo anceſcaye in this partic ry 
-) Clem. Alex, P.odao. 1.2.cy, (2) Not toſtrive for empty viftory, for that 
by ; F GE ers with us quietneſs u the x fray I of Con- 
Irexay © Abguy ine? IAQ} nurv ferences. (a) For the Servant of the Lord 
1 &rregtie. muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men, 
(a) 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25, 26. apt to tggch, patient : In meekneſs inſtru- 
Aing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peraduenture will 
give them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth : 
And that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the 
(b) Tgnat. ad Devil : Thus Ignatius to the Epheſians - (b) In oppoji- 
Epheſ. tion to their anger, be you.gentle ; to their boaſting, be you 
lowly ; .to their blaſphemies, oppoſe you your Prayers ; a- 
gainſt their Errors, ſtand you firm in the Faith ; againſt 
their rage, be you always mild ; not aiming to imitate them, 
but being emulous of the Lord. In contrariety to her@tical 
Innovations, he would have bid us keep cloſe to the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints : To magnify the 


excellency, 
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excellency, and improve the uſe of Catechetical Do- 

Arines; ((c) To hold faſt the Tradition of Faith, the form of (c) 2 Tim. x 
ſound words, which we have received from the Apoſtles, and 1314 

by the Holy Ghoſt that dwelleth in us, to keep that good thing 

which was committed to us. For they indeed purſue a vain 

glory by daring enquiries into Riddles, that tend to the 
ſubverſion of the Hearers : but St. Gregory Nazianzen 

gives us ſounder direion ; (d) Not to deſpiſe the trite (4) Greg. Naz. 
and common Principles, not to hunt out for novelties, to Tg. tug, 


« gain a reputation with the multitude. In all our methods MW =7,age 


of Inſtruction, he would have enjoined us to preach, not ! e19995, pu 


our ſelves, or our own Conceptions, or meer Humane MA 
and-novel Traditions, bur Jeſus Chriſt, and him cruci- ,,,;.y/ 2 
fied, and the power of his Reſurre&ion, and ſuch noble 17; men, 
Myſteries of Salvation from the fole. Authority of the Di- 
vine Oracles-: Whence the Prieft's lips are to preſerve 
knowledg, and the People are to ſeek the law at his mouth. 
And you know the High-Prieſt» gave no Oracular Re- 
fponfſes to the People from the Holy of Holies, but what 
the Excellent Glory, that dwelt between the Cheru- 
bims, had written with rays of pureſt light upon the Pe- 
Roral. In all our Doftoral Offices he -would have re- 
quired of us an unwearied diligence, 7 ſeaſon, and out 
of ſeaſon, not to neglet, but to fir'up the gift of God 
which is in us, by the impoſition of the hands of our Fathers, 
and the Presbytery ; watching in all things, enduring af- 
Rliftions, doing the work of Evangeliſts, making full proof 
of our Miniſtry, that being faithful unto death, God may 
ive us a Crown of life. ; 

The laſt thing relating to our Order, and the great 
Envy'of Hereticks, is our Sanctity. The Glory of which 
is indeed preterible to all che ſecular Splendor and Power 
upon Earth. And had 1 time to deſcribe 4t, not only 
trom tlie Charge andiCharter of the Apoſtles, but'from 

D the 
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the Myſtical Reſemblances- thereof -in the Inſtitutes: of 
Conſecration, Portions, Offices, and Authorities of: the 
Sons of Aaron and Levi, it would appear, that our Or- 
der is no mean part of the Divine Care, in which he 
hath cloathed us with ſo much Holineſs and Glory, to 
{tand before the Lord our God, and to be inſtead of God 
unto. the People, and Mediators for the People inithings 
pertaining unto God. - The White Robe of our Solem- 
nities repreſents an Angelical Purity even here, ſince the 
Angel that attended our Lord's Reſurre&tion appeared 
in Raiment as white as. Snow; and an Angelical Glory 

(e) Rev. 3. 5. hereafter, when (e ) he that overcometh ſhall be cloathed in 
| ' white razment, In which emblematick Colour St. Hierom 
(f) Hieron: tells us' (f ) That the Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, and 
one "Cri. all the EcclefraFtical Orders were of old adorned : a Colour 
rob. recommended by Plato as repreſentative of Men peace- 
able and illuminated :.agreeably whereunto St. Clemens 
Alexandrinus obſerves af. ther white Veſtments uſed by 

(g) Clem.Alex, the Clergy in his time, :('g.) That they recommended the 
Ped: 1.3-C.11. habit of their mind. Which I here urge with ſo much 
Kei 79 MW remark, not that we ſhould think our ſelves the more 
* xg facred for the habit, which in it ſelf indeed is ſenſeleſs 
2 97mm 30d indifferent ;. but to ſtop the mouths of thoſe that 
xv). declaim againſt the ſolemn uſe of the white Robe in our 
Religious Rituals, which was ſo early received in the moſt 
Primitive Ages as a ſymbol of our preſent Holineſs, and 
our future Glory : . And: not only to reprove them, but 
to advertiſe - our ſelves. of that great internal purity of 
Soul, which not only the weight, but the very Pontifi- 
calia, the folemn Ornaments of our Calling recommend 
to our tendereſt care and culture. For inſtead of gazing 
on our PhylaRteries, or Plumes of outſide Honour, it is 
more neceſfary to dread the danger of our Calling, and 
to.tremble at the Precipice from on high. He that _ 
the 


- 


*. 
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the Apology that Nazianzen made for flying from the 
Epiſcopal Seat at Nazianzum, will be moved long to ex- 
perience his own Graces, before he enters upon an holy 
Charge, cloſely reſenting that preſſing Queſtion, Who 3s 
ſufficient for theſe things > And when he is initiated into 
the Services of the Sanctuary, will cloath himſelf with 
fear, and humility, and ſubdue his Body, leF# after he hath 
preached to others, himſelf become a caftaway. . The Sons 
of Aaron, that were the uepooxime, Judges of the Ble- 
miſhes, both of the People, and their Gblations, were 


themſelves to be without blemiſh. (b) Spea kunto Aaron, (b) Lev. 21. 
. ſaying, Whoſoever he be of thy Seed in their Generations "1. 


that hath any blemiſh,tet him not approach to offer the Bread 
of his God. For it is but natura}, that we firſt a& the 
Levite and the Prieſt upon our ſelves, before we admi- 
niſter theſe Liturgies or Operations unto others. That 
which our Saviour faith of his Kingdom, The Kingdom of 
God is within you; is alſo true of the Prieſthood. Now the 
Levite was to cleanſe, and keep holy the Temple and 
Utenſils of the SanQtuary : and the Prieſt therein, and 
therewith, was to make the Oblations to the Moſt High. 
The Stoicks have rightly ſet it, That every wiſe Man is 
a Prieſt :.in whom ſobriety, like the Levzte, cleanſes the 
Temple, Veſſels, and Aﬀections of our Body : and De- 
votion is the Prieſthood, that hallows, and dedicates us, 
and all our Actions, to the Living God. If then we 
are Prieſts and Levites only by an Hierarchical and Ex- 
ternal Charad&ter, and not inwardly fo by Purity and 
Grace, what are we but whited Walls, and Sepulchres, 
whoſe ſurface is indeed gay, but the inſide nothing but 
rubbiſh, -and- rottenneſs, and the Bones of dead Men, 
whom we have murthered and devoured by our Sins, 
and which will appear in Judgment againſt us at the Ge- 
neral Reſurrefion of the Body 2 Since then we'are de- 
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ſcended into the Field, to fight before the Armies of God 
againft Principalities, and Powers, and Spiritual Wicked- 


() r Tim. 6. »eſſes in high Places, (i) Let us follow after righteouſneſs, 


II, 12, 


(k) Heb. 13. 
17. 


{1) Iren. adv. 
Hearef. |. 2. 


©. 45- 


godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs, fight the good 
frabt of faith, and thus lay hold on that eternal life where- 
unto we are called, 

And now, my Reverend Brethren, it is time to ſcatter 
ſome Religious Offers to the Laick part of this Aſſembly. 

And you, Good People, remember carefully, that you 
are in the Station of Diſciples, and are as much bound 
to learn, as we to teach : and in order thereunto, to be 
humble,diligent, and traftable,without which no Scholar 
thrives under the beſt Tutors. Obedience therefore to 
our Religious Methods and Directions, is your indifpen- 
ſable duty, as well in order to your own improvement, 
as our conſolation. Fhus the Author to the Febrews 
teaches you : (k) Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and ſubmit your ſelves, for they watch for your Souls, as 
they that muft give account, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief, for this is unprofitable for you. For 
the neglect of this plunges you into all manner of Sins, 
Schiſms, Hereſies, and Impieties. The genera} miſtake 
of common People is to deſpiſe the Doftrine that leadeth 
unto Practice, and their ears itch after ſtrange and empty 
Novelties, that they may ſeem to know much. Bur a 
good old Father, Saint, and Martyr,giveth you his Senſe ; 
(1) That it is better to be plain Men, and to know but lit- 
:le, "and by charity to come near unto God, thay by fancying 
to know much, to blaſpheme againſt him ; to know nothing 


but Jeſus Chriſt , and him crucified , than by ſubtlety of 


queſtions, and much babling, to fall into imprety. Think 
not that we envy you the glory of an excellent Wiſdom. 
I can freely fay with Moſes, Would to God all the Lord's 
People were Prophets ; and 1 embrace knowledg heartily 

it 


a 
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in every one whom it puffeth not up into vanity and in- 
ſolence. To this the Wiſdom of God calleth, -to this the 
ſerene Spirit of God continually invites the wandring and 
inobſervant Sons of Men. But if you then will be wiſe 
indeed, learn that Wiſdom that is ſubſtantially ſuch, that 
leadeth unto life, and teacheth you the things that belong 
unto your peace. The in:portunate Appetite of an un- 
ſeaſonable Knowledg of Good and Evil had at firſt ſuch 
an iſſue, as ſhould tor ever affright us from the like wan- 
ton and precipitous Adventures. The Corinthians cove- 
ted the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit ; and St. Pau/ in 
ſome meaſure corrects, and in ſome degree allows the 


Appetite : (m) but yet he teacheth them a more excellent (m) 1 Cor.r- 
way. What then is that 2 Follow after Charity : For Cha- & 
rity never faileth, though all other Graces ceaſe. Charity 7,8, 
ſuffereth long, and is kind : Charity exvieth not, vaunteth 


not it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, 


ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, 


rejoyceth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the truth : Beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 


all things. And in diftin&tion of true from vain Reli- 
gion, St. James gives you a clear DireRion ; (#) If any (#) Jam «. 
man among you f to-be religious, and bridleth not his 26,27.- 


tongue, this man's Religion is vain. True Religion, and un- 
defied before God, and the Father, is to viſe the Father- 
leſs and Widows in their affliftion, and to keep himſelf un- 


ſpotted from the World. For, What doth the Lord your 


God require of you, but to do judgment , aud love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God 2 Which care, as it 
would preſerve us from the Snares of- Hereſie, ſo would 
it at. leaſt ſhame and confound, if not reduce the Ad- 
verſaries ; whereas the Debaucheries and Abominations 
of thoſe, who pretend to the Communion of the Church, 


as they are an offence to God, ſo do they make us a ſcorn 


an 
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+ (0) Jam. 1. 2. 
1 Pet. 3. 14, 


15. 
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aud derifion to the-Tabernacles of the Iſhmaclites, Edo- 
mites, Moabites, Gebal, aud Ammon, 4nd Amalek, 
Philiſtines, Tyrians, and Aſlyrians, and all the Enemies 
that are round about us. 


To conclude : The common Concernment of us all, 
is with all induſtry to parify our ſelves from all filthi- 
neſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, perfefting Holineſs in the 
fear of God, to prepare our Souls for temptation. Per- 
haps. the Church needeth the Fuller's Soap, or the re- 
fining Fire --and God may think it ſeaſonable to enter 
his Judgments at his own Houſe. To endure which, 
an integrity of Afﬀections, as well as Principles, is moſt 
abfolutely neceſlary. Upon which previous Qualifica- 
tion, (0) Let us count it all joy, whey we fall into temp- 
tation , and eſteem them happy that endure, being afraid 
of no terror, nor being troubled : but let us ſanttify the 
Lord God, in our hearts, being ready always to give an 
anſwer to every one that asketh a reaſon of the -hope that 
is in us, with meekneſs ( toward Man ) axd fear ( to- 
ward God) rejoycing, and being exceeding glad, that we 
are accounted worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, -and to bear 
in our Body the marks of the Lord Jeſus. For what the 
late Noyes Martyr foretold of his own Reputation-upon 
his Sufterings, I can confidently preſage of the Glory 
of this Church, as the reſult of her preſent Afﬀlictions, 
upon former Experiences: ( p ) That after Owls and 
Bats have had the freedom of the night, and darker times, 
it ſhall, like the Sun, riſe again, and recover it ſelf to 
ſuch a degree of ſplendor , as thoſe feral -Birds/ball be un- 


(4) Rom8.18. willing 70 behold, and unable to bear, (q) Nor will the 


Sufferings of this preſent time be worthy to be compared 


to, the Glory that ſhall be revealed in her. And after the 
difdolution -of our preſent Bondage, and the power of 
+ Tempta- 
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Temptations, -we ſhall find-an-exceeding great Reward. 
For when we have trampled upon the Adder, and Scor- 
pion, and all-the Power of the Enemy, God, that (r) de- (r) 2 Tim. 4 
livered us out of the mouths of Lyons, and from every evil * 
work , will at laſt bring us to his heavenly Kingdom; To 
whond be glory for ever and ever. Amen. t 
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 - Books lately-Printed for Robert Qlavell, at the Peacock is 
- . St. Panl's Church-Tard. -1688, * 


*Diſcourſe concerning a Judge of Controverſies in Matters of Religion: 

Ring an Anſwer! to ſome Papers aſſerting the Neceffity of fuch a 
Judge. "With. an Addreſs go warering Proceſtents ; ſhewing what little 
-Reaſon they have to think of any Change of their Religion. Written for- 
the private Satisfaction of fome Scrupulous Perſons : And now Publiſhed 
for Common Uſe. Wirh a Preface concerning the Nature of Certainty and 
PEN By an gag. mg « POR, 

An Hiſtorical Deſcription e Gl of the of Bud 
(the Capiral Ciry of the Kingdom of ee) oy the 1, rd Arms of 
the Thrice 1!luftrious and Invincible Emperor, Leopold the Firſt, Under 
_ Conduct of His moſt Serene Highneſs, the Duke of Lorrasne. In Nine 
Sheets. 

The Plaufible Arguments of a Romiſh Prieſt from Scripture, Anſwered 
by an Engliſh Proteſtant. Seaſonable and Uſeful for all Prozeſtane Fa- 
milies. | 

A Plain and Familiar Diſcourſe ( by way of Dialogue) betwixt a Mins- 
fer , and his Parsſhioner , concerning the Catholick Church. In Three 
Pares, I. Shewing what's the Nature of the Catbotsck Church. 11. That 
the Church of Rome is not the Catbolick Churcb. Il. That the Scripeures, 
and not the Church, are the Rule of Faith. Which may ſerve as an An- 
ſwer to ſome late Tracts upon that Argument. By a Divine of the Church 


of Hogtons | 

A Diſcourſe of DUELS; ſhewing the Sinful Nature, and Miſchievous 
Effects of them ; And Anſwering the uſual Excuſes made for them, by 
Challengers, Accepters, and Seconds. By T. Conner, D. D. 

Of the Authoriry of Councils, and rhe Rale of Faith; With an Anſwer 
ro the Eight Theſes laid down for the Tryal of the Engl:ſb Reformation, in 
the Book that came lately from Oxford. 

The Law and Equity of the Goſpel, in two plain Sermons, &c. By Tho. 
Pierce, D. D. and Dean of Sarum. | 
' The Hiſtory "f the Engliſb Monarchy, ſhewing the benefir of Kingly 
Governmenr, and inconvenience of Commonwealths, &c. 

An Hiſtorical Vindication of the Divine Right of Tyrhes, from Scripture, 
Reafon, and the Opinion and Practice of Jews, Gentiles, and Chriſtsans 
in all Ages; deſigned to ſupply the Omiffions, Anſwer the Objections, 
and rectify the Miſtakes of Mr. Se/den's Hiſtory of Tythes, Part 1. A fur- 
ther Vindication of the Divine Righe of Tyrhes, proved by Scripture and 
Antiquity, and Illuftrated by the Solemn Conſecration and grear Conveni- 
ency of them ; with an Anſwer ro the Objeions of other Authors againſt 
them, Parr-II. To which is added a Diſcourſe of Excommunication. By 
Thomas Comber, D. D. Precentos of ork, 
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